
Coming Up in April

To our Community-

Spring weather, daylight savings time, and vacation from school, an April trifecta has been 
hatched with colorful eggs providing but one artistic venue to pursue for the month. Take 
a deep breath, exhale and feel good about the passage of winter and transition from drab 
monochromatic environment to a world infused with vibrant color, hypnotic scents and the 
music of birds and bees in sync with the percussion of nature and human activity. 

This is a time for renewal and growing in creativity. Darlington provides a fertile environment 
to plan a spring garden of enjoyment in the arts. School Holiday Workshops from April 15 to 
22 present ideal opportunities to utilize creative energy for students in grades 1-6 during the 
coming school vacation. Sign up for an exciting week of learning fun from Pop Art All Day to 

Cooking and Crafts and A Play in a Day to Found Object Orchestra. 

Continuing on the theme of encouraging growth in the arts, I am proud to announce that our Athena Scholarship 
Competition is returning to Darlington this year, thanks to generosity from our community.  The Athena 
Scholarship was named for our founder’s mother and former DAC Director, Athena Sophocles.  This scholarship 
is available in 2 levels - a junior scholarship for grades 5-7, and a senior scholarship for grades 8-11 - for serious 
music students in our community. Find out more in the newsletter.

On another good note, summer camp prospecting season is here. Discover the advantage of DAC Camp 
Creativity. It is filled with weekly adventures in learning and enjoyment. Each camp is unique and presents a 
variety of opportunities to have fun discovering new interests and abilities. Sign up for a one week session or 
spend multiple weeks experiencing the joy of summer engagement with the arts at Darlington. Peruse the camp 
brochure here. Think warm weather and inspiring fun for children ages 3-14. Remember to sign up for early 
discounts by April 1 and May 31. Please inquire about camp counselor opportunities for teens and students ages 
14 and above.  

April begins second session spring classes and workshops that continue into June. Several spring options are 
open that promise to bring vitality to any age and level of experience. Explore the catalog here. Barre Fitness and 
Salsa Dance classes for adults are great opportunities to get fit for summer and increase your zest for life. If art is 
your predilection, check out offerings in ceramics and painting. We are also planning on reintroducing a Beginners 
Watercolor Workshop. This is perfect to capture the delicate shades of the season.

We are in production with our summer catalog that offers new opportunities to chart a creative course. For a 
sneak preview, check out the catalog on the website this week to get the jump on a wonderful Darlington summer. 

To bring to light area artists, DAC is having a juried art exhibit opening on April 13 to coincide with the Coffee 
House Concert featuring Jean Therapy later that evening. The show is open to artists age 18 years and above 
with the theme “Community” represented.  The entry form is available here, on the website, and at the center. This 
is an excellent opportunity to present art for others to admire and applaud plus win a prize.      
 
Our annual spring Toast to the Arts gala on May 9 is coming up fast. This alfresco fête held on the DAC campus 
will celebrate our 40th Anniversary. The event includes art activities, gallery displays, and performances in 
addition to great food and live music entertainment. During the evening, Darlington is honoring both long-time 
Teaching Artist Lingchin Liao and President of the DAC Board of Directors Ann Anthony for their outstanding 
service to the Center. We invite all members of our community to celebrate this special anniversary night. Make 
your reservations here today.
 
Make Darlington your primary destination for the arts. At Darlington, everyone is welcome while exploring 
creativity together as a community. Visit with family and friends and discover how the arts add profound 
enjoyment to life. Stop in to chat anytime.  We enjoy your feedback and want to know about your areas of interest. 
In addition, we value and can utilize your expertise and welcome your input and participation. Please consider 
joining our committees, or become a member of our Board of Directors. Email me at eric@darlingtonarts.org. For 
volunteering information at Darlington, click here. Call with questions, or visit us at www.darlingtonarts.org. Our 
mission is to provide Every Art for Everyone! Join us today for adventures in the arts. 
  
-Eric Carter-Thompson, Executive Director

Join us at our Toast to the Arts Celebration May 9.
 

“A Toast to the Arts” Thursday, May 9 

Join us in celebration of our 40th Anniversary and attend our annual “A Toast to 
the Arts” event on the Darlington Campus May 9 at 6:30 to 9 p.m. We want this 
gala to be accessible to our entire community to unite us in support of the arts and 
Darlington’s role in providing “Every art for Everyone!”
 
Included during the evening are silent auction items, great food, drinks, 
entertainment, and camaraderie. In addition, we will honor Teaching Artist Lingchin 
Liao for her many years serving music students at Darlington and DAC Board of 
Trustees President Ann Anthony who has provided superb guidance throughout her 
stewardship.   
   
For information and tickets or for sponsoring the event click here! Please join us on 
May 9 for a splendid evening at Darlington Arts Center. 

Summer Camp Registration is Open. View our new Brochure.
 

Think Darlington Summer Arts Camp. 

Now is the time to register for DAC Summer Camp.  The new Darlington summer camp 
brochure is out. Register today and get the early bird discount. Check out the great 
themed weeks of arts activities in the camp brochure here. Children from 3 to 14 years 
of age have opportunities to let their creativity shine in both full and half-day camping 
experiences ranging from Superhero Saga and Unicorns & Dragons to Guitar Jam 
Camp, The Art of Cooking, STEAM in the Summer, and much more. Sign up here by 
April 1 and save 10%!

Darlington Art Camps rock! Now is the time to register for a creative season of learning 
and exploring to enjoy throughout the summer.

Preview the new Summer Camp brochure here and register for early discounts today!

Athena Scholarship Competition is returning to Darlington.

Music Talent Takes Center Stage. 

On Sunday, June 9, from 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM, Darlington Arts Center will 
hold auditions for talented music students currently in grades 5 through 11 
interested in competing for the Athena Scholarship Award. This award, given 
in memory of former Darlington Director, Athena Sophocles, must be used 
for private music lessons at the Center for the academic year beginning in 
September 2019.

Auditions for the 2019-2020 Athena Scholarship Awards are open to all 
serious music students in the Delaware Valley studying piano, voice, strings, 
brass, winds, guitar and percussion. Scholarships are awarded solely on the 
basis of ability. There are two levels of scholarship: Junior Level Scholarship 
of $250 for students in grades five through seven, and students currently in 
grades eight through eleven will audition for the Senior Level Scholarship of 
$500.

Students interested in auditioning should prepare a work of approximately five 
minutes in duration, or two shorter, contrasting pieces. All students auditioning will receive written critiques from 
the adjudicators. All students should provide their own accompanist for the audition.

Audition forms are available in the Darlington Arts Center Office. A $20 non-refundable registration fee must 
accompany each application, which is due no later than Monday, May 20, 2019. Should you have any questions, 
please call 610-358-3632 or email Madeleine Turley at register@darlingtonarts.org.

Philadelphia Classical Guitar Festival Dates 

Philadelphia Classical Guitar Festival
April 13-14, 2019

Please support the arts and musicians in the area by attending these great 
performances!

Saturday, April 13
Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral
23 S 38th St, Philadelphia, PA

12-1:30 p.m. - Junior Comp.Semi-Finals
2-4 p.m. - Adult Comp. Semi-Finals
7:30 p.m. - Opening Concert with Latin Grammy nominated Paraguayan 
guitarist Berta Rojas, this concert will feature an elevated stage and 
projected screens for optimal viewing

Sunday, April 14 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Settlement Music School
416 Queen St, Philadelphia, PA

Full day festival featuring Berta Rojas masterclass, 2018 competition winner recital by Philip Goldenberg, PCGS 
Concert Ensemble recital, 2019 competition finals, student recitals, two workshops (Intro to flamenco guitar & 
How do luthier’s control sound?), vendor fair featuring stores, guitar builders, composers, and more, a raffle of a 
beautiful Kremona guitar, and a closing concert by flamenco group Suspiro Flamenco.

They also released the first of four podcasts for the festival. This, tickets, and more information is available here.

Darlington Ceramic Classes and Arts Workshops are Open

Second Session Spring Classes and Workshops begin in April. Sign up 
today!

Spring classes beckon and now is ideal for planting creative seeds certain to 
blossom. Second session classes begin in April in a variety of media.  Work 
in clay or paint on canvas. Infuse your style and splash your vision across 
multiple layers in bold colors or delicate shades that harmonize with your 
imagination. Begin or continue your artistic quest and sign up for classes and 
workshops at Darlington today. Classes are available for students of nearly all 
ages and aspirations. Unleash your creative talents and get ready to explore 
new possibilities in the arts.  

Peruse the classes below and sign up for Darlington arts classes today! For a 
full list of options, check out the winter/spring catalog here!

Clay Creations
(Ages: 5-10)  Mondays, 4:00-5:15 PM 
Explore the wonderful world of ceramic art! Create functional hand-built 

pottery such as bowls, cups, and vases and decorate them with food-safe colorful glazes so you can enjoy using 
them at home! Develop your creativity as you also create sculptural objects out of clay.
Session 2 (8 weeks): April 8 - June 10 (excluding 4/15, 5/27)
Register before/after March 3: $181/$188

Pottery for Adults  
Mondays, 6:30-9:00 PM
Explore the many techniques of making pottery: pinch, slab, coil and wheel-throwing. Work step-by-step through 
each technique and use these skills to create a variety of functional and decorative forms, such as bowls, mugs, 
plates and plaques. Personal project ideas are welcome.
Session 2 (8 weeks): April 8 - June 10 (excluding 4/15, 5/27)
Price: $240 + $36 clay fee

Preschool Registration is Open for 2019 School Year

Preschool Open Registration is Open for the next school year.

DAC Preschool is growing in popularity. Find out why at Darlington today. 
Schedule a visit and spend the morning with Darlington. Learn how our 
arts-integrated curriculum expands the learning and confidence curve for 
young children. DAC’s unique arts-based early learning program emphasizes 
creativity, imagination, exploration, and active participation! An additional 
advantage is the introduction of foreign language learning through the 
Language University program. Learn more here.
 
Pick your days: Monday - Friday  (1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 days/week) Signup for one, 
two or all five throughout the school year!

Half-day Sessions: 9 AM-12 noon
9-month Program: September-May 

Get your preschooler a creative boost and ahead of the class for next 
year. Open the doorway to learning by utilizing the arts. Stop in, tour the 
facility, and meet new friends, Discover why Darlington’s arts-integrated 
preschool program is the right fit for your little learner. RSVP to programs@
darlingtonarts.org.

Enrollment is Open for 2019 DAC Preschool. Sign up  for one day or all five! 

Arts for Adults Abound!
Sign up for classes in Music, Art, Dance & Drama today! 

Enroll in Great Adult Classes at DAC.

There are multiple opportunities for adults to participate in the arts at 
Darlington! Release your energy, express your talent and move your body 
today! Classes and workshops are available to engage your creative spirit, 
elevate the mood, and discover your muse. Commit to making life vibrant. 
Get ready to soar to new heights. Sign up here! 
 
Drawing & Painting for Adults 
Session II (9 weeks) April 10 - June 12 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 to 8:30 PM
$252 + $30 materials
 
Session II (7 weeks) April 13 - June 8 
Saturdays @ 9:30 to 11:30 AM 
$196 + $30 materials 

Barre Fitness for Adults 
Session II (8 weeks) April 8-June 10 
Mondays @ 6:30-7:30 PM    $160 

Beginner Salsa Dancing for Adults (16+) 
Session II (9 weeks)  April 11 - June 13
Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  $179

Develop your unique style and let the art flow through you. Ventures in the 
arts enliven the spirit and last a lifetime! 

Challenge your abilities and never look back. Sign up for expressive 
learning at Darlington today! Preview the Winter/Spring catalog here.

Coffee House Concert Features Jean Therapy April 13 

Jean Therapy brings their Pop Fusion to the Coffee House 
Stage in April. 

Crossover Jazz, Folk, and Fusion singer Jean Lenke’s smooth 
vocals blend an intuitive sense of melody, harmony and rhythm 
coalesced within a magical voice reminiscent of Julie London, Dusty 
Springfield, Joni Mitchell, Carol King, Carly Simon, and Diana Krall.
 
Inspired by a unique mix of artists and musical genres, this trio fuse 

together a diverse catalog of styles with abundant creativity to deliver a unique presentation - familiar, yet slightly 
off center.

The Original Jean Therapy Trio ~ Jean, pianist Pete Bretz, and guitarist Dan McKay have a 15-year history 
together. Their deep friendship, talent, and performance chemistry has carried them on an eclectic journey 
through myriad genres of music. They will surprise and delight you..

Reward yourself and make your reservation today. Then prepare for an evening of memorable music Reserve a 
table and get tickets here fast.

Our May and final concert of the season features DAC Teaching Artists. DAC Teaching Artists take to the stage 
and put on a show with an eclectic mix of styles and collaborations. With a fusion of sounds that eclipse the 
ordinary and gather elements of jazz, contemporary, classical, and new music, this casual evening provides an 
array of compositions with conversation explaining the piece, coupled with musician’s musings and motivations. 
Reserve your table today here.

DAC Teaching Artist of the Month

Yeliza Aleman Gaetan (cello) 

Born in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Yeliza is a celebrated cellist both in the 
United States and in her home country. She has participated in regional 
and national Symphony Orchestras competitions in Puerto Rico including 
the Interharmony Music Festival (Germany), FOSJA (Festival de Orquestas 
Sinfonicas de las Americas), and Dali String Quartet Camp.

Yeliza has been a Suzuki String Method certified teacher for over 10 years. 
She graduated magna cum laude from Temple University with a Bachelor 
of Music and Cello Performance concentration. As a member of the Temple 
University Symphony Orchestra, she performed at Carnegie Hall and the 
Kimmel Center. Her master class teachers include Jeffrey Solow, Jesús 
Morales Matos, Luis Miguel Rojas (Principal Cellist PRSO), Fermin Segarra, 
Dr. Lawrence Stomberg, Rosalyn Ianelly (Assistant Principal PRSO), Misha 
Quint, and Petr Nouzovský among others. Yeliza completed her Master’s 
Degree in cello performance at the University of Delaware. While there, she 
was the principal cellist with the UD Symphony Orchestra, collaborated with 
the UD Wind Ensemble, chamber music ensembles, and taught the string 
methods class.

Yeliza is available during the academic year on Mondays.

 April Juried Gallery Exhibit 

Darlington Seeks Art Work for First Juried Exhibition

Darlington Arts Center is holding is first juried art exhibition! The gallery 
opening is Saturday, April 13. DAC invites entries in all visual mediums that 
correspond with our show theme: “Community”. A $100 prize is offered for 
Best in Show!  Winners will be announced at the gallery opening night on April 
13 at 6:30 p.m.  The work will be on display until the gallery exhibition closing 
date Monday, April 29. Download entry form here.   

Eligibility: No entry fee is required. Artists must be 18 years or older. Entries must not violate copyright laws. 
Entry form must be completed and attached to work. Maximum of three entries per artist. All pieces must be 
submitted to Darlington Arts Center by Friday, April 5 at 8 p.m. After closing, all pieces must be collected by 
Wednesday, May 1.  All 2-D pieces must include wires for display hanging. All 3-D pieces must be free-standing. 
All submissions are subject to approval as space permits. We can not display any works depicting nudity, violence 
or graphic content. Photos of work in question can be sent to programs@darlingtonarts.org.

Additional contract agreements are required for any artist that wishes to make their work available for sale. For 
more details please contact Michael Hahn at 610-358-3632 (ext. 2) or at programs@darlingtonarts.org.

Get Ready for Great DAC Events this Spring

Save the Date for Upcoming Spring Events! Mark your Calendars today! 
 
April Recital
Saturday, April 12  at 6:30 PM

April-May Coffee House Concerts 
April 13 * Jean Therapy
May 18 * Darlington Teaching Artists

A Toast to the Arts May 9 
Tickets here

4 Arts Festival May 18 - June 12
Event schedule to be announced.

Events are open for DAC members and family and friends. Coffee House 
concerts are open to the public in addition to the DAC community. Select Coffee 
House dates today!

Contact Registration Manager Madeleine Turley at register@darlingtonarts.org for reservations and information at 
Darlington today! 

Darlington Arts Center, 977 Shavertown Road, Garnet Valley, PA 19060
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